Jokes, Riddles and Stories - Oh My!
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oing Through the Old Files

We are always looking for good clean jokes that we can
use in The LOCAL. And in kind of a double benefit
anything we can throw out to lighten the load when that
time comes. Carol came across a file folder of jokes and
funny stories that somehow we had accumulated during
the running of one of our businesses. You probably had
some of those too, an old manila folder of jokes and
cartoons that were passed around the office and kept for
some reason we know not why - and now we do. I found
this little gem amidst all of the other one liners and tidbits
of humor. I think we need a lot more of this.

Smiling is infectious, you catch it like the flu
When someone smiled at me today,
1 started smiling too.

I passed around the corner, and someone saw my grin
When he smiled I realized, I’d passed it on to him.

1 thought about that smile, then I realized it’s worth,

A single smile just like mine could travel round the earth.

So, if you feel a smile begin, don’t leave it undetected
Let’s start an epidemic quick, and get the world infected!

Dear readers, may I introduce my wife of 50 years Carol.
She has been with me since the beginning of The LOCAL,
writing the Art Corner and specialty bios of

famous people. She also gives me tons of

inspiration for our articles and

indeed many of our adventures are =

featured. We hope you continue to { 2

enjoy The LOCAL '

Thank ' Carol and Ralph LeRoy - Editors
ank you: wizardpmb@provide.net

Aesop’s Fables

Many great teachers through the years have often told
stories or parables to get their points across to their
students. This method puts these “Life Lessons” in a very
easily understood words of the day. Didn’t you learn faster
and remember longer from teachers who demonstrated
their lessons?

The Lion and the Mouse

A Lion lay asleep in the forest, his great head resting on
his paws. A timid little Mouse came upon him
unexpectedly, and in her fright and haste to get away, ran
across the Lion’s nose. Roused from his nap, the Lion laid
his huge paw angrily on the tiny creature to kill her.

“Spare me!” begged the poor Mouse. “Please let me go
and some day I will surely repay you.”

The Lion was much amused to think that a Mouse could
ever help him. But he was generous and finally let the
Mouse go.

Some days later, §
while stalking his
prey in the forest,
the Lion was
caught in the toils |
of a hunter’s net.
Unable to free
himself, he filled 2 &

the forest with his | -G
angry roaring_ Art - Milo Winter 1919
The Mouse knew the voice and quickly found the Lion
struggling in the net. Running to one of the great ropes
that bound him, she gnawed it until it parted, and soon the

Lion was free. O
| o
“You laughed when I said I would repay k?., 2o

you,” said the Mouse. “Now you see that ¢
even a Mouse can help a Lion.” 2

MORAL - A kindness is never wasted.

Little friends may prove great friends. It is best to
maintain great relationships with everyone and to be kind



The Lavphing Plase

The taxi driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly
hit a bus, went up on the footpath, and stopped inches
from a shop window.

For a second, everything was quiet in the cab. Then the
driver said, "Look, don't ever do that again. You scared
the living daylights out of me!"

The passenger apologized and said, "I didn't realize that a
little tap on the glass would scare you so much."

The driver replied, "Sorry, it's not really your fault. Today
is my first day as a cab driver — I've been driving a
funeral van for the last 25 years!"

Tim decided to tie the knot with his
long time girlfriend. One evening, after
the honeymoon, he was organizing his
golfing equipment. His wife was
standing nearby watching him. After a
long period of silence she finally
speaks: "Tim, I've been thinking, now
that we're married maybe it's time you
quit golfing. You spend so much time on
the course. You could probably get a
good price for your clubs."

Tim gets this horrified look on his face.
She says, "Darling, what's wrong?"

"For a minute there you were beginning to sound like my
ex-wife."”Ex-wife!" she screams, "I didn't know you were
married before!" “I wasn't," he replied.

A young boy enters a barber shop and the barber
whispers to his customer, "This is the dumbest kid in the
world. Watch while I prove it to you."

The barber puts a dollar bill in one hand and two quarters
in the other, then calls the boy over and asks, "Which do
you want, son?" The boy takes the quarters and leaves.

"What did I tell you?" said the barber.
"That kid never learns!"

Later, when the customer leaves, he sees
the same young boy coming out of the ice
cream parlor.

"Hey, son! May I ask you a question? Why
did you take the quarters instead of the
dollar bill?" The boy licked his cone and
replied:

"Because the day I take the dollar the game is over!"

A guy asks a lawyer about his fees.

“I charge $50 for three questions”, the lawyer says.
“That’s awfully steep, isn’t it?”, the

guy asks.

“Yes, I suppose so”, the lawyer

replies. “Now what’s your third
question?”

ETYMOLOGY - THE HISTORY OF WORDS

Swan Song

Meaning: A Swan Song is a
metaphor for a final work,
performance, or creative act,
especially one that is particularly
beautiful, moving, or memorable. It
is often used to describe the last work
of an artist, author, or musician
before their death or retirement.

Origin: the phrase "swan song" can be traced back to
ancient mythology. According to the myth, swans were
believed to sing only once in their lifetime, just before
they died. This song was said to be exceptionally beautiful
and melodious.

Over time, the phrase “swan song” became associated
with the idea of a person's final words or actions before
retirement or death. By the 16th century, the term “swan
song” had come to be used in a more general sense to refer
to a final, outstanding work or performance. It became a
common expression in the arts, literature, and popular
culture.

Additional Notes: The belief that swans sing only once
before they die is not accurate. In reality, swans can sing
throughout their lives.

Blue Plate Special

Meaning: A blue-plate special is a discount-priced meal
that changes daily. The practice was common from the
1920s in American and Canadian restaurants through the
1950s, especially in diners and greasy spoons.

Origin: Many sources trace the term
“blue plate special” to Fred Harvey,
a British-born entrepreneur who
started America's first restaurant
chain back in the 1870s. By the time
Harvey died in 1901, he owned 45 restaurants and 20
dining cars across 12 states. Harvey's restaurants were
credited with introducing the term "blue plate special” in
1892. As the story goes, they used disposable plates with
divided sections for the main course and sides, and they
just so happened to be blue. It's a nifty story, but is it true?

Other evidence suggests that the original

blue plates were actually made from

white china, decorated with an ornate

blue pattern known as the "blue willow"

motif. These plates were extremely

common at the time and typically cost

very little. They were so cheap in fact, that you could find
them in diners all over the country, even at the height of
the Great Depression. One popular style of the

plate had separate sections for mains and sides.

Which blue plate theory is true?

Only the Shadow knows for sure!



LWE 6th Annual
Wine Casting Event

Please join us as we sample the aromatic and inspiring
wines of Portugal. The Livingston Women’s Club is
hosting this special tasting, a buffet dinner, cash bar, live
auction and entertainment.

Tickets are $50 and include all of the above.

Proceeds from this charitable event benefit the less
fortunate residents of Livingston County.

The 6th Annual Wine Tasting event will be held on:
Saturday May 17th from 5:30 - 9:30 pm.

Our site for this fun evening is:

Chemung Hills Golf Club & Banquet Center
located at 3125 Golf Club Road in Howell MI 48843.

A few of the wines featured will be:

Solisto Sparkling Wine

Silk & Spice White Blend

Sandeman Founders Reserve

Silk & Spice “Spice Road” Red Blend

Tickets may be purchased from any LWC
member or online by using the QR codg

? RIDDLE ME THIS?

1. - What starts with T, ends with T, and has

T in it?

2. - How far can you walk into a forest?

3. - What is cut on a table but is never

eaten?

4. - Who can shave 25 times a day but still

have a beard?

5. - Every night I’m told what to do, and

each morning I do what I'm told. But I still

don’t escape your scold. What am ?

6. - Some are used for fabric And some are

used for hair Some are used for paper And one

is called a pair. What is it?

7. - First you see me in the grass dressed in
yellow gay; next [ am in dainty white, then I fly away.
What am [?

Answers on Back Page

Smart as a 7 year old?

A couple of months ago I wrote about Aesop’s Fable
about the Crow and the Pitcher. In doing my reading on
this I found out just how intelligent the corvid family of
birds are.
Key Points of a Crows' Intelligence

Scientists compare the intelligence of crows to that of
a seven-year-old human child.

Crows, ravens, and other corvids are the only non-
primates capable of making tools.

Crows are capable of abstract reasoning, complex
problem-solving, and group decision-making.

If you have the time Click/Scan on the QR
code and watch the short video of how this
crow gets his treat. I think this crow might
be smarter than me!

Senior Celebration Days!

TN

The Livingston County Consortium GAMES  pRIZES L)y
On Aging is proud to again present FOOD GRear
Senior Celebration Days which will ~ FuN INFO

be held at six Livingston County

Senior Centers during May. ENTERTAINMENT

Each Event will run from 11:00 am until 2:00 pm.
Please register with your Senior Center 7 days
before the event. Event cost including lunch: $5.00

Fowlerville S.C. Thurs. May 8th
Hamburg S.C. Tues. May 13th
Putnam Twp. S.C.  Thurs. May 15th
Brighton S.C. Tues. May 20th
Hartland S.C. Thurs. May 22nd
Howell S.C. Thurs. May 29th

517-223-3929
810-222-1140
734-878-1810
810-299-3817
810-626-2135
517-546-0693

TOPPERMOST BEATLES TRIBUTE CONCERT

HELP/
Get Ready to Twist and Shout
May 17,2025 » 7:30 - 9:00 pm
at The BCPA
7878 Brighton Rd, Brighton, Ml 48116

Tickets $24 at the door
10% off 10 tickets or more
(810) 299-4130



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/6th-annual-wine-tasting-hosted-by-livingston-womens-club-tickets-1277044778309?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://youtu.be/Gui3IswQ0DI?si=FbWSb9H4cjx9z0g5

Gustav Faberge
Court Jeweler
to the Tsars
1814-1803

When you hear the name Fabergé what do you think
of---perfume or make up? What really comes to mind for
me is eggs! Not scrambled or hard boiled, but million
dollar, bejeweled works of art! Hundreds of these
treasures were commissioned and created by Gustav
Fabergé in the 19" and 20" centuries.

In the 1830s, Gustav Fabergé moved from present
day Estonia to Saint Petersburg, Russia to train as a
goldsmith under an artist who specialized in making gold
boxes. Later, he continued his training with the celebrated
firm of Keibel, goldsmiths and jewelers to the emperors,
where he earned the title of Master Goldsmith.

The Fabergé jewelry firm was founded in 1842 in
Saint Petersburg, Russia, by Gustav Fabergé. Gustav's
sons Peter Carl and Agathon and grandsons followed him
in running the business until the October Revolution in
1917. The firm was famous for designing elaborate jewel-
encrusted Fabergé eggs for Russian emperors, and for a
range of other work of high quality and intricate detail.

Soon after Tsar Alexander III commissioned the
House of Fabergé to make an Easter egg as a gift for his
wife. Its “shell” is enameled on gold to represent a
normal hen’s egg. This pulls apart to reveal a gold yolk,
which in turn opens to produce a gold chicken that also
opens to reveal a replica of the Imperial Crown from
which a miniature ruby egg was suspended. Although the
Crown and the miniature egg have been lost, the rest of
the Hen Egg as it is known is now
in a private collection .

From 1887, it appears that
Carl Fabergé was given complete
freedom as to the design of the
Imperial Easter eggs. According
to the Fabergé Family tradition,
not even the Tsar knew what egg
form they would take: the only
stipulation was that each one
should contain a surprise.

On November 27 2007, the
Rothschild Fabergé Egg was
auctioned at Christie's in London
for £8.98 million. This became the
record price for a piece of
Fabergé, as well as the highest
price ever paid for a Russian
object and the most expensive
price for a timepiece.

Rothschild Fabergé Egg

Bit by the 3D Printing Bug!

A few years ago I got into the mystery of 3D printing.
I thought it was kind of unique in that you build things
using additive technology instead of removing material
by shaping or sculpting things out of wood, marble, or
metals. 3D printers build objects by the extrusion method;
that is laying down layers of plastic materials upon each
other to form objects. Now in 2025 the 3D printers are
faster, almost foolproof and you don’t have to be a CAD
drawing engineer to have a model to print. There are
several web sites that offer you FREE models to
download. These 3D printed objects are built using
plastics heated and extruded through a small nozzle in
layers of about .4 mm. (about 1/64”)

The new printers are
now able to print
multicolor objects and
some even have multiple
nozzles to speed up the
printing and eliminate the
waste of material that
occurs when changing
colors in the same nozzle. Bambulab A1 printer with 4 color spools of filament

Though many use
their printers to print things for sale in on line stores
many are using them to print useful tools, parts and
accessories such as one of a kind items to solve a
particular problem around the house. Check out 3D
printing on the web. Houses are now being built with
large printers using a form of concrete instead of plastics.
Your local library may very well have a printer that you
can use or at least see how the objects are printed. Check
it out - it’s never too late to learn something new!

Mother’s Day Gift

Several years ago we made this video of
The Jesters singing this famous old love
song to all Mothers on their day. Thanks fo
George Moses for videoing and editing the
recording. Click/Scan the QR code to enjjoy.

Riddle Answers
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https://youtu.be/58GYlCUG0ns?si=Y76iHQhJ9Q1lOaS1
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