Jokes, Riddles and Stories - Oh My!

— LOCAL

Common Cents Aesop’s Fables

Many great teachers through the years have often told
Please put a penny in the old man’s hat. stories or parables to get their points across to their

If you haven’t got a penny then a ha’ penny will do students.
If you haven’t got a ha’penny then God Bless You! The Old Woman and the Wine Jar

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat.

This common nursery thyme and holiday song is usually
song in rounds and our quartet The Jesters used to lead
our Christmas show audiences in it. It was a lot of fun!

Did you know we even had a half
penny coin? The U.S. half cent, also
known as the half penny, was the
smallest denomination of U.S. coin
ever minted, valued at 0.5 cents. It was
produced from 1793 until 1857 and
featured various designs of Lady
Liberty, with a total mintage of about
7.9 million coins during its production period. It was
about the size of todays quarter.

An old woman found an empty jar which had lately
been full of prime old wine and which still retained the
fragrant smell of its former contents. She greedily placed
it several times to her nose, and drawing it backwards and
forwards said, "O most delicious! How nice must the
Wine itself have been, when it leaves behind in the very
vessel which contained it so sweet a perfume!"

It’s a fact! The Philadelphia Mint that
produces the smallest denomination
coins ceased production of the penny on
November 12, 2025.

But why the elimination of the
penny? Well, I guess it makes common
cents if the penny costs 3.7¢ to make. The treasury feels it
will save about $56 million dollars. But what do we do
now with the fact that the U. S. Is not going to mint this
coin anymore? Move up to a nickel?

I think not - the nickel costs 14¢ to
produce. Will it be next?

Oh, by the way, are you old enough
to remember the 1943 Silver Penny?
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MORAL of the STORY
The memory of a good deed lives on!

? RIDDLE ME THIS ?

1. - The more there is, the less you see.
What am 1?

‘ b 2. - I’'m full of holes but strong as steel.
21h¢? What am 1?

'3 3. - A barrel of water weighed 60 pounds.
Someone put something in it and now it
weighs 40 pounds. What did the person
add?

4. - What bird do you associate with
lifting weight?

5. - Nobody has ever walked this way.
Which way is it?

We hope you continue to enjoy

!
The LOCAL Thank you! Answers on Back Page

Carol and Ralph LeRoy - Editors

Happy Holidays!



The Lavahing Plage

Betty told her neighbor, “Yesterday
my husband thought he saw a
cockroach in the kitchen. He
sprayed everything down and

cleaned thoroughly. That’s great the ~ < 3
neighbor replied what’s on for o =3

today?” =

Today I’m putting the cockroach in the bathroom!

I'd offered to drive my mother-in-
law to the doctor's. But when I
arrived at her house, I found her
gossiping away with a neighbor.

“Mom, we've got to go,” [
interjected, but she couldn't hear
me over the chatter. “Mom!” [
repeated as I pulled her away.

“Sorry, but I didn't know what to do,” she said, getting
into the car. “That woman wouldn't stop listening to
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me.

George W. Bush, in an airport lobby, noticed a man in a
long flowing white robe with a long flowing white beard
and flowing white hair. The man had a staff in one hand
and some stone tablets under the other arm.

George W. approached the man and inquired, “Excuse me,
are you Moses?”

The man ignored George W. and stared at the ceiling.

George W. positioned himself more directly in the man's
view and asked again, “Aren't you Moses?”’

The man continued to peruse the ceiling.

George W. tugged at the man's sleeve and asked once
again, “Hey! Aren't you Moses?”

The man finally responded in an
irritated voice, “Yes, I am!”

George W. asked him why he was
so uppity and the man replied,
“The last time I spoke to a Bush I
had to spend forty years in the
desert!”

An Old man went to the doctor
complaining of a terrible pain in
his leg. “I am afraid it's just old
age”, replied the doctor, “there is
nothing we can do about it.”
“That can't be” fumed the old
man, “you don't know what you
are doing.” “How can you
possibly know I am wrong?”” countered the doctor. “Well
it's quite obvious,” the old man replied, “my other leg is
fine, and it's the exact same age!”

ETYMOLOGY - THE HISTORY OF WORDS & PHRASES
Roll Out the Red Carpet

Meaning: to describe a grand welcome or reception for
someone.

Origin: The origins of this
phrase can be traced back to
ancient Greece, where it was |
customary to lay down a path |§&§ §
of red carpets for royalty and
other important figures to
walk on. A good example of
this of the phrase was
President Trumps’ welcoming in Saudi Arabia. Another
example was when The New York Central Rail Road
provided a Red Carpet every night at the time the
wealthy folks boarded the Grand Central to Chicago. This
tradition started in 1902 and was advertised as the most
famous and luxurious train in the world.

Face the Music

Meaning: To face the
consequences of your
actions.

Origin: The phrase “face
the music” originated from
theatrical performances in _
the 19th century when
actors had to face towards
the orchestra pit (where musicians played) during their
final bow. If they received negative feedback from critics
or audience members, they would have to face towards
them and acknowledge their disappointment. Over time,
this phrase evolved into a metaphorical meaning that
represents taking responsibility for one’s actions.

Open Up a Can of Worms

Meaning: A complicated or

unpleasant situation that, when

opened up, creates additional

problems.

Origin: - The exact origin of the

phrase is not completely known,

but general consensus traces it

back to the 1950s in the United

States and literal cans of worms.

Fishermen used to buy sealed

metal cans of earthworms, as

opposed to the plastic containers or

Styrofoam cups of today. After arriving at their fishing
spot, they would set the metal can down and open it.
What was inside was alive and if the top was left open for
too long or the can was tipped over, well, your biggest
problem would no longer be catching fish. It would be
catching your bait that’s wriggling away.
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