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Jokes, Riddles and Stories - Oh My!
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Are You a Top Banana?

You might be The Big Honcho, Numero Uno or even
The King”, but are you the Top Banana?

We have to go back to a recollection of Phil Silvers
and Burlesque for the answer.

Three days after “High Button Shoes,” Broadway’s
new musical hit, opened in 1947, Star Phil Silvers was
still being swamped with telegrams of congratulations. He
read and re-read them with murmurs of gratitude. One in
particular brought forth sighs of delight every time he
unfolded it: “LOVE AND KISSES, RITA HAYWORTH.”
“Not bad,” he said, “for a guy who started out as Third
Banana at Minsky’s.”

Third Banana, for the uninitiated, is a very humble station
in show business. During the depression Phil played
burlesque; the average burlesque company carried three
comedians who were always known as First, Second and
Third Bananas. Non-comedians were Straight Men,
chorus girls were Slaves, and any female performer who
was articulate enough to speak lines had the dignified title
of Talking Woman!

Phil Silvers may be more
remembered today as Sgt. Bilko
in his famous TV series of the
50’s. The Phil Silver’s Show.

Although both Burlesque
and Vaudeville were featured
during the same era 1850 - 1920
both seemed to project some of
their individual acts into the new
entertainment media of TV.

Think of Milton Berle and The
Texaco Star Theater.

A few of the comedians who
made it into Stage, Screen and
TV from these entertainment areas were, Bob Hope, Jack
Benny, Milton Berle, Fred Allen, The Marx Brothers,
Buster Keaton, W. C. Fields, The Three Stooges, Edgar
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, Fred Wynn, Jimmy
Durante, Eddie Cantor and many more. Maybe one of the
ways to be a Top Banana is to keep folks laughing!
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Aesop’s Fables

Many great teachers through the years have often told
stories or parables to get their points across to their
students.

The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs

There was once a
Countryman who
possessed the most
wonderful Goose you can
imagine, for every day o
when he visited the nest,
the Goose had laid a
beautiful, glittering, golden
egg.

The Countryman took the
eggs to market and soon
began to get rich. But it
was not long before he
grew impatient with the
Goose because she gave
him only a single golden

egg a day. He was not Art by Milo Winter 1919

getting rich fast enough.

Then one day, after he had finished counting his money,
the idea came to him that he could get all the golden eggs
at once by killing the Goose and cutting it open. But when
the deed was done, not a single golden egg did he find,
and his precious Goose was dead.

The Lesson:
Too much Greed always leads to a great loss.

Dear Friends, I had several folks tell me this past month
how many of their grand kids enjoy doing the riddles
with them.

To make sure you get your monthly copy

please email us so we can add you

to our digital e-mail list.

We hope you continue to enjoy The
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