Some Say it’s the Best Time of All

What are we talking about? I guess the most pleasant
experiences we have had on earth. Admittedly we have
only a short period of time to ascertain these wonders and
perhaps some very -

small pieces of the
world to judge them
in, yet they are our
times to judge and
although I have
heard that April in
Paris is considered
by many to be at or

near the top of the list, I and many like me feel that the fall

season in the Ohio, Michigan and New England area is
special unto itself. I’'m sure many of you would stand up
for the beautiful fall colors of our many maple, oak and
other hardwood trees that line our highways and
neighborhood streets along with the many evergreens that
add contrasts of darkness to highlight their fiery colors.
Perhaps it’s the smell and crackling of the last bonfire in
the cabin up north. The sound of a loon or other early
morning waterfowl out on the misty lake can help glue the
picture together with the memories of the fading summer.

Yet as we compare these favorite times we find that
most of them are shared with others and we find ourselves
going back next year to do our best to stir up those older
memories and rekindle new ones to bring home. We may
even have newborns to share the memories with and so
extend the chain of blessed creation and love.

Don’t forget to have some additional family fun by
dressing up you and your house for Hallowe’en.

You’re never too old to go Trick or
Treating alone or with others!!

Aesop’s Fables

Many great teachers through the years have often told
stories or parables to get their points across to their
students.

The Bat, the Birds and the Beasts

The Bat, the Birds,
* _ and'the Beasts

by Aesop—
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The Birds and the Beasts declared war against each other.
No compromise was possible, and so they went at it tooth
and claw. It is said the quarrel grew out of the persecution
the race of Geese suffered at the teeth of the Fox family.
The Beasts, too, had cause for fight. The Eagle was
constantly pouncing on the Hare, and the Owl dined daily
on Mice.

It was a terrible battle. Many a Hare and many a Mouse
died. Chickens and Geese fell by the score—and the victor
always stopped for a feast.

Now the Bat family had not openly joined either side.
They were a very politic race. So when they saw the Birds
getting the better of it, they were Birds for all there was in
it. But when the tide of battle turned, they immediately
sided with the Beasts.

When the battle was over, the conduct of the Bats was
discussed at the peace conference. Such deceit was
unpardonable, and Birds and Beasts made common cause
to drive out the Bats. And since then the Bat family hides
in dark towers and deserted ruins, flying out only in the
night.

MORAL -
‘ He that is neither one thing nor the other has no
friends.”
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The Langhing Pase
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson went
camping. They pitched their tent under
the stars and went to sleep.
During the night Holmes woke Watson

up and said: “Watson, look up at the
stars, and tell me what you see.”

Watson replied: “I see millions and
millions of stars." Holmes said: “and what do you deduce
from that?"

Watson replied: “Well, if there are millions of stars,
and if even a few of those have planets, it's quite likely
there are some planets like earth out there. And if there are
a few planets like earth out there, there might also be life.”

Holmes responded: “Watson, you idiot, it means that
somebody stole our tent!”

Charlie died in a small town in the UP, so Marge (his
widow) goes down to the local newspaper to order the
obit. She sits down with the copy
guy and says, “Charlie died”.
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Well, the copy guy says it's CHARLIE |
$10 for 5 words, want to add -

anything?

She thinks for a moment and says,
“Truck for sale!”!
Contributed by Pool Guy

A guy goes ice fishing for the
very first time. All of a sudden, he
hears a voice. “There are no fish
under the ice!” He ignores it and
moves to another area, cuts a hole,
and tosses his line in. Again, he
hears the booming voice:

“There are no fish under the
ice!”He nervously looks up and asks, “Lord? Is that you?”

“No, this is the rink manager!”

A distraught senior citizen dialed her doctor’s office. “Is
it true,” she wanted to know,
“that the medication you
prescribed has to be taken for
the rest of my life?”

“Yes, I’m afraid so,” said the
doctor.

There was a moment of silence before the woman replied,
“I’m wondering, then, just how serious my condition is,
because this prescription is marked ‘No Refills.””
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ETYMOLOGY - THE HISTORY OF WORDS & PHRASES

In Stitches

Meaning: To be in stitches is to be in such a spasm of
laughter as to be in physical pain. The allusion implicit in
the phrase is to that of a sharp pain - like being pricked
with a needle.
Origin:The phrase was
first used by Shakespeare
in Twelfth Night, 1602.

Maria:

If you desire the
spleen, and will laugh
yourself into stitches, follow me.

Cut to the Chase

Meaning: If someone tells you to cut to the chase, they're
asking you to skip the unnecessary details and get straight
to the point.
Origin: The expression comes from the early days of
Hollywood. Silent films often contained long stretches of
dialogue shown through title cards, but audiences were far
more interested in the exciting chase scenes.

Film editors and directors began trimming slow
sections to get to the action sooner, and the instruction”cut
to the chase” became common in the editing room.

Today, it's used when ever
we want someone to stop
rambling and get to the
important part.

The Keystone Kops series, [£55
starring Roscoe "Fatty" e p
Arbuckle and Mabel
Normand, was tops among
silent-screen comedies of
the 1910s and '20s and had many comical chase scenes.
Here, the Kops patrol a town in a scene from one of their
motion pictures, made at Mack Sennett's Keystone
Studios.

The most famous chase scene of all time was from
Bullitt staring Steve McQueen in 1968.

Buccaneers

Meaning:"piratical rover on the Spanish coast," 1680s
"one who roasts meat on a boucan" (1660s), from French
boucanier.

Origin: Originally used of French settlers working as
woodsmen and hunters of wild hogs and cattle in the
Spanish West Indies, they became a lawless and piratical
set after being driven from their trade by Spanish
authorities. Note that these men were known as meat and
fish roasters before being forced to steal to eat.
Boucan/buccan itself is attested in English from 1610s as
anoun, c. 1600 as a verb. The Haitian variant, barbacoa,
became barbecue.
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