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Have You Learned Something New?  Aesop’s Fables

We have talked about staying young by keeping your brain Many great teachers through the years have often told
active and your synapses growing by diving into a new stories or parables to get their points across to their
subject every so often. Well just in case you haven’t had students.

time [ have one for you. How about learning about the The Blind Man and the Whelp

Titans and The Olympians. No, I’'m not talking about NFL

football teams, I’'m talking about the Greek gods and the A BLIND MAN was accustomed to distinguishing
stories about them. You may get a taste of what I'm talking different animals by touching them with his hands.
about if you check out the new movie Odyessy. You might The whelp of a Wolf

be able to search out the older version starring Kirk was brought to him, with a

Douglas (1954) on Netflix. It’s the story of Oddesseus’trip request that he would feel

home after the Trojan war and the challenges he faces to it, and say what it was. He

get there.

felt it, and being in doubt,
said: "I do not quite know
whether it is the cub of a
Fox, or the whelp of a
Wolf, but this I know full
well.

It would not be safe to
admit him to the
sheepfold."

MORAL -
“ Evil tendencies may
be shown early in life!

Do you remember how the Greeks conquered Troy and
about the famous gift of the Wooden Horse? Or about
Homer who wrote his two famous books the Iliad and the

Odyssey. | ? RIDDLE ME THIS ?

1. - Every night I’m told what to do, and each
morning I do what I’'m told. But I still don’t
escape your scold. What am 1?

2. - Thave pointed fangs, and I sit and wait. |
have piercing force, and I crunch with weight. I
grab my victims, but they do not fight. I join
them each with a single, quick bite. What am 1?
3. - When you stop to look, you can always see
me. But if you try to touch me, you can never
feel me. Although you walk towards me, [
remain the same distance from you. What am [?
4. - What thrives when you feed it but dies

. A A

FYI - The Trojan War was fought between the
Achaeans (Greeks) and the people of Troy in western
Anatolia around the 12th or 13th century BC. The Greeks
were led by kings such as Agamemnon and warriors like
Achilles and Odysseus, while the Trojans were led by King >
Priam and his sons, including Hector and Paris. when you water it?
See the movie! Read about Philemon and Baucis a Greek ' 5. A man and his boss have the same parents but
Myth inside this month’s LOCAL. Keep those synapses are not siblings. How is this possible?
working and growing!

Answers on Back Page




The Lavahing Plage

Two older men were talking
over a cup of coffee at the parish
senior center.

“I've sure gotten old,” one
said. “I've had two bypass
surgeries, a hip replacement,
new knees, fought prostate
cancer and diabetes. I'm half
blind, can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine, take
40 different medications that make me dizzy, winded,
and subject to blackouts. I have bouts with dementia,
poor circulation, hardly feel my hands and feet
anymore. | can't even remember if I'm 89 or 98.”

“Just thank God you still have your driver's license,”
said the other.

My mother, a master of guilt trips,
showed me a photo of herself waiting by
a phone that never rings.

"Mom, I call all the time," I said. "If you
had voice mail, you'd know." Soon after,
my brother installed it for her.

When I called the next time, I got her
message: "If you are a salesperson, press one. If you're a
friend, press two. If you're my daughter who never

calls, press 911 because the shock will probably give
me a heart attack."

A middle-aged laywoman
has a heart attack and is
taken to the hospital. While
on the operating table she
has a near-death experience
in which she sees God. She
asks him if this is the end of
her life. God tells her no, she
has another 40 years to live.
After she recovers, she's
so upbeat that she stays in the hospital and has a face-
lift, lipo-suction, breast augmentation and a tummy
tuck. She has a beautician come in to change her hair
color and style. As long she's got another 40 years to
live, she figures she might as well make the most of it.
The woman walks out the front door of the hospital
after the last operation and is run over by an ambulance.
In front of God, she wails, “I thought you said I had
another 40 years?”
God replies, “Sorry, I didn't recognize you.”

ETYMOLOGY - THE HISTORY OF WORDS & PHRASES

Scot Free

Meaning: To go 'scot free' is to escape without incurring
payment or without punishment.

Origin: ‘Skat’is a Scandinavian word for tax or
payment and the word migrated to Britain and mutated
into ‘scot’ as the name of a redistributive taxation, levied
as early the 10th century as a form of municipal poor
relief. People have been getting off scot free since at least
the 11th century. The first reference in print to ‘scot free’
is in a forged copy of the Writ of Edward the Confessor.

Skid Row

Meaning: areas where
impoverished people gathered,
particularly during the Great
Depression

Origin: - Skid Row gets its
name from the logging term
"skid road," which referred to
the paths used by lumberjacks
to drag logs to water or mills.
Dating back to the earliest
pioneer days, as early as the 17th century, lumberjacks in
the Pacific Northwest used teams of oxen and horses to
haul cut timber out of the forest. They were working to
get their timber to water so that it could be transported, or
to a mill to be processed, and the dragging of these huge
logs carved out rough roads in the forest floor.

Eventually, lumberjacks paved their rough roads with
wooden slats greased with animal fat to help make moving
the logs out of the wilderness easier. In other words, they
created a “skid road” to move their timber. Eventually,
they loaded their logs onto wooden skids, similar to what
we still use today, to transport the timber. It’s interesting to
note that lumberjacks also employed “grease monkeys” to
walk ahead of lumberjack teams to “grease the skids” and
make it quicker and easier to drag the logs down the road.

Flying by the Seat of your Pants

Meaning:“Fly by the seat of
your pants” means to do
something difficult or make
decisions as you go, without a
plan or the necessary skills.
Origin: The origin of "flying
by the seat of my pants" goes
back to the early days of aviation. When pilots first
started flying aircraft, they didn't have any advanced
electronic navigation and communication systems used in
modern aircraft.

As a result, the pilot was "flying by the seat of their
pants," using their intuition to guide them during the
takeoff, flight, and landing. There was no flight planning,
and pilots would just "wing it" when taking flight.
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