J okes, Riddles and Stories - Oh My!

There are many traditions that have faded away over time.
Many because of the change in technologies or because
the cost of them has risen to the point that the competitive
alternatives seem to provide the same service at a much
cheaper price. Take for instance Valentine cards. Will you
be sending out individually addressed Valentine cards to
your friends or just batch e-mailing or face booking. Odds
are you will do neither of the technology based methods
so will do nothing. BUT WAIT there’s more -

You can still send a personal
Valentine at a v
reasonable price. In s
these days when it costs
$75 to get a serviceman
to check out your repair
problem The Barbershop
Quartet MC2 will come out
to your home, business or
group meeting and sing songs to your loved one in
delicious four part harmony for just $50. I was once part
of this proud tradition and believe me the rewards are not
only to those receiving the Valentine but also to the
singers.

MC Squared consists of (left to right)

o

Chuck Shinska - Tenor, Chuck Netherton - Lead, Scott
Monte - Bass and Lou Maglione - Baritone. The quartet
has been singing together for 11 years and has a large
repertoire of romantic songs. So, if you’d like to arrange
for a quartet to come and sing to your group or valentine
on Valentine’s Day, give them a call and reserve your
Singing Valentine early. For only $50 the quartet will
sing a few love songs, present a flower and make this a
day your valentine won’t ever forget!

Call 1-810 599-6080 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

Aesop’s Fables

Many great teachers through the years have often told
stories or parables to get their points across to their
students. This method puts these “Life Lessons” in a very
easily understood words of the day.

The Ant and the Dove
The Ant compelled by
thirst went to drink in a
clear fast moving stream;
but the current, with its
circling eddy, snatched

her away, and carried her
down the stream. A

Dove, pitying her
distressed condition,
cropped a branch from a
neighboring tree, and let

it fall into the water,

which the Ant used to

save herself, and get
ashore. Not long after, a
Hunter having designs
upon the Dove, planted his trap in due order, without the
bird’s observing what he was about; but the Ant took due
notice and just as he was going to finish setting his trap
she bit him by the heel, and made him give a yell so loud
that the Dove took alarm and flew away.

lllustrated by Jerry Pinkney

MORAL - One Good turn Deserves another.

Speaking of Good Deeds

I had a very nice experience this month at Best Buy. |
exchanged an item with no problems and got a lot of help
as a bonus. You probably know that the sales staft is well

trained and doesn’t work on
commissions. That means they

- BEST
BUY

are paid to be nice and helpful.
You can ask them any questions
about their products and maybe
even some they don’t carry and
get an honest relevant answer.
There are some folks who will
just suck out your knowledge but others like me who
thirst for the truth. Eventually we find it pays to deal with
those who help us. Thanks Best Buy!




The Lavahing Plage

Wife - “Can you please stop yawning when I’m talking to
you?”

Husband - “I’m not yawning honey, [’m just trying to say
something!!”

A secret agent was sent to Ireland to
pick up sensitive information from an
agent called Murphy. His instructions
were to walk around town using a code
phrase until he met his fellow agent. He
found himself on a desolate country
road and finally ran into a farmer.

“Hello,” said the agent, “I’m looking for
a man called Murphy.” “Well you’re in
luck,” said the farmer. “As it happens,
there’s a village right over the hill
where a butcher is called Murphy, the
baker is named Murphy, and three widows are called
Murphy. In fact, my name is Murphy.”

“Aha,” thought the agent, “here’s my man.” So he
whispered the secret code: “The sun is shining ... the
grass is growing ... the cows are ready for milking.”

“Oh,” said the farmer, “you’re looking for Murphy the
spy. He’s in the village over the other direction.”

A man died and went to The
Judgment, they told him ,
“Before you meet with God, I
should tell you we've looked
over your life, and to be
honest you really didn't do
anything particularly good or
bad. We're not really sure
what to do with you. Can you
tell us anything you did that
can help us make a decision?”
The newly arrived soul thought for a moment and
replied, “Yeah, once I was driving along and came
upon a person who was being harassed by a group of
thugs. So I pulled over, got out a bat, and went up to
the leader of the thugs. He was a big, muscular guy
with a ring pierced through his lip. Well, I tore the ring
out of his lip, and told him he and his gang had better
stop bothering this guy or they would have to deal with
me!” “Wow that's impressive, “When did this
happen?” “About three minutes ago,” came the reply.

How do you top a car?
You tep on the brake, tupid! GROAN

ETYMOLOGY - THE HISTORY OF WORDS & PHRASES

Kings Ransom

Meaning: Anything that costs an
outrageously high amount.

Origin: Capturing an enemy didn’t
always mean killing them. High-
ranking prisoners like nobles and
knights were considered valuable
assets and were often held for ransom
instead. The more powerful the
captive, the higher the price
demanded. A single noble could be worth more than
dozens of ordinary soldiers, and the ultimate prize was a
king. Monarchs controlled immense wealth and influence,
so securing their release required staggering sums of
money. Over time, this led to the phrase “a king’s ransom”

Down the Drain
Meaning: applies to anything
squandered or ruined,
emphasizing that once something
has gone "down the drain,"
there's no getting it back.

Origin: - The phrase comes
from the literal image of water
disappearing through a drain,
impossible to retrieve once it's gone. It first appeared in
English in the late 19th century, when plumbing and
household drains became common enough for the
metaphor to make sense to everyday speakers.
Newspapers and advertisements of the early 1900s used
the expression to warn people not to let their savings or
hard work "go down the drain," reinforcing the idea of
irreversible loss.

Feather in Your Cap

Meaning - To have a feather in your
cap means to be recognized for doing
something well.

Origin - This term stems from when
knights of old were recognized for
bravery on the battlefield by being
awarded plumes for their helmets.
American Indians were also awarded
feathers for their headdress for slaying
their enemies.

Ace in the Hole

Meaning: an advantage or a resource
kept back until the proper opportunity
presents itself.

Origin: The term comes from stud
poker, where each player is dealt one card face down-the
so-called hole card and the rest face up. Should the hole
card be an ace, the player has a hidden advantage. Hole
here simply means “a hiding place.” In the 19th-century
American West, the expression was used to refer to a
hidden weapon, such as a Derringer concealed in a sleeve
holster rig. By the 1920s it had become a metaphor for
any surprise advantage or leverage.
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